LEGISLATIVE REPORT

BE THE BEST BY GIVING
Scholarship Foundation Awards Scholarships and Hosts Biggest Ever Fundraiser

Mo Thrash, GUCA Lobbyist
Be the Best at the State Capitol
The
2016
Georgia
Legislative
Session
historically went to 1:00
a.m. This has never
happened
before.
Typically, the General
Assembly has stuck to its
tradition of ending right at
midnight on Day 40.
This was a very fast paced and busy session with the Legislature
attempting to start in January and leave as soon as possible with
primary elections looming in May. Many incumbents faced primary
and general election opposition, so we are likely to see a big
turnover in legislators, especially with many long serving and new
legislators retiring from the House and Senate.
Numerous key issues have been intensely debated, discussed,
and passed or stopped, and state budget negotiations between
leadership from the House, Senate, and Governor’s Ofﬁce resulted
in a record budget and with pay increases for State law enforcement
staff, teachers, and others.
We watched diligently and worked to stop any legislation detrimental
to our industry and members! As was mentioned, between
Legislative Days 30 and 40, legislative language can be attached
to any bill that is “germane” and “alive” for passage, and the last
few weeks saw that happening on almost every bill in the House
and Senate. As has been mentioned in the past, an “alive” bill that
is having language attached to it had to have passed its original
chamber (House bills from the House and Senate bills from the
Senate) before Day 30, “Crossover Day”, in the 2015 session or
this session in 2016.
GUCA’s “Call Before You Dig” legislation, SB 191, successfully
passed the House and Senate, which we diligently worked on with
the author of SB 191, Senator Lindsey Tippins! It now awaits the
Governor’s signature or veto.
GMA and ACCG were strongly opposed to this legislation in 2015,
but we reached an agreement with them on this legislation this
session.
HB 952, the Governor’s “Georgia Professional Regulation Reform
Act”, sponsored by the Governor’s Floor Leader in the House,
Representative Chad Nimmer, passed in both the House and
Senate and awaits the Governor’s signature or veto. HB 952
provides for executive (Governor’s Ofﬁce) oversight of licensing
boards, while it still keeps the Secretary of State and his Ofﬁce
in charge of State licensing boards. HB 952 came about due to
a state licensing board in North Carolina getting sued by some
companies that fell under the licensing board’s control, and HB
952 ensures that Board members are not personally liable under
potential litigation by applicants or companies under its purview.
Our GUCA government affairs team worked with Representative
Brian Strickland in the House about him possibly introducing and

8

The Utility Contractor of Georgia

pushing a “notiﬁcation” bill in the House that accomplishes what
Senator Tippins’ “notiﬁcation” bill did two years ago (SB 363 in
2013-2014 session), which required lenders to notify contractors
when a developer has run out of money on a project or is about
to. As you may recall, Senator Tippins’ bill reached the Senate
Floor two years ago (after making it through the Senate Banking
and Rules Committees among ﬁerce opposition), and it failed by a
few votes. It actually did reach a majority vote in favor, but there
were not enough Senators present and voting for it to reach the
minimum “yes” votes required by Senate Rules. Senator Tippins
asked the Lt. Governor about his support this session. We met with
Representative Strickland about this language and the ﬁght that
would come, and we continued to keep GUCA updated. GUCA’s
thought is to work on this between now and the 2017 legislative
session and push this in 2017, it makes sense to do so at the
time.
GUCA’s 2016 Legislative Awareness Day on February 2 was a huge
success! Thank you so much for all who took the time to attend
and express the interests of GUCA and our members to their local
House and Senate members and to the legislative leadership that
came to address our group! We look forward to another successful
one in 2017!
Our governmental affairs team continues every day to work on and
look out for GUCA’s requests, needs and interests!
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The GUCA 2015 Scholarship Foundation
Board awarded scholarships to GUCA
members’ children in categories of
industry and high school.

Tyrone, Georgia. Hudson graduated from
Trinity Christian School and plans to
attend Freed Hardman University where
he plans to major in physical science to
become a mechanical engineer.

The
GUCA
Foundation
Industry
scholarship of $2,000.00 was presented
to Christopher Blake Stalnaker, the
son of Cheryl and Scott Stalnaker, John
R. Walker, Inc., Macon, Georgia. Blake
is currently attending Georgia Southern
University majoring in Construction
Management. Blake’s goal is to own his
own company that builds safe, efﬁcient
and environmental friendly buildings and
infrastructure.
High school senior scholarships
$1,000.00 were given to 10 students.

Koey Leverette, daughter of Kim and
Joey Leverette, City of Gainesville
Public Utilities, Gainesville, Georgia.
Koey graduated from Chestatee High
School and plans to attend the University
of Georgia where she plans to pursue
business management with a focus in
entrepreneurship.

Blake
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Emily R. Brooks, daughter of Dana and
Mark Brooks, BRI Utility Construction,
Dacula, Georgia. Emily graduated from
Hebron Christian Academy and plans
to attend University of North Georgia
where she plans to major in secondary
education.
Ashely M. Caldwell, daughter of Jennie
and Chad Caldwell, Piedmont Paving,
Inc., Newnan, Georgia. Ashely graduated
from Trinity Christian School and plans
to attend LaGrange College where she
plans to major in business and minor in
marketing.
Sean Egan, son of Cathy and Michael
Egan, E.F.S., Inc., Suwanee, Georgia.
Sean graduated from Lambert High
School and plans to attend the University
of Georgia where he plans to double major
in international business and economics
with a minor in Spanish.
Madeline E. Fortier, daughter of Sarah
and Gary Fortier, Large & Gilbert, PC,
Marietta, Georgia. Madeline graduated
from Walton High School and plans to
attend Yale University where she plans
to major in ethics, politics and economics
with a double major in Spanish.
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Daniel I. Morris, son of Dawn and Buddy
Morris, Lenox Utility Contractors, LLC,
Lenox, Georgia. Daniel graduated from
Cook High School and plans to attend
the Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College
where his course of study will be to earn an
Associate’s degree in nursing to become
a registered nurse.
Benjamin D. Pupkiewicz, son of Susan
and David Pupkiewicz, Archer Western
Construction, LLC, Marietta, Georgia.
Benjamin graduated from Lassiter High
School and plans to attend the University
of Alabama where he plans to obtain
a Bachelor of Science degree for Civil
Engineering.
Brian Szoch, son of Heidi and Robert
Szoch, Archer Western Construction, LLC,
Acworth, Georgia. Brian graduated from
North Paulding High School and plans to
attend the University of Georgia where he
plans to major in civil engineering.
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Sarah E. Hecker, daughter of Jennifer
and Paul Hecker, Archer Western
Construction, LLC, Roswell, Georgia.
Sarah graduated from Pope High School
and plans to attend Georgia College and
University State where she plans to major
in community health.
Hudson Huber, son of Abbie and Russ
Huber, Cowin Equipment Company,
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