BEING THE BEST, SURPASSING STANDARDS
LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS

Mo Thrash, GUCA Governmental Affairs Team
Legislative Update
The Georgia General Assembly
operates on a biennial legislative
process, which means it is a two-year
cycle. The 2021 legislative session
was the ﬁrst of the two-year cycle.
The 2022 session will be the second of the two-year cycle. Any
bill that did not pass starts over again in the 2022 session in the
committee from which it came. For instance, a bill that passed the
House and is in Senate Finance Committee starts during the 2022
legislative session in the Senate Finance Committee.

Senator Lindsey Tippins, our Legislative Service Award winner,
offered two amendments to HB 449 (GUFPA) in the Senate
Regulated Industries Subcommittee, and it passed in Committee
and passed in the full Senate. We worked on passing HB 449 with
Senator Tippins’ amendment in-tact, but the House disagreed,
and a compromise was not reached. We will work with the study
committee or special committee appointed by the House Energy,
Utilities, & Telecommunications Committee.
A study committee related to this bill may still be appointed through
the Energy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee. We are
working with Chairman Parsons on this and will be ready to testify
on the two proposed amendments by Senator Tippins.
GUCA was opposed to HB 435, a Public Works bidding bill. The
contractor industry didn’t realize what the bill did until it was in the
Senate. We worked to stop the bill in the Senate. Ultimately, with this
bill, one out-of-state vendor would be in charge of local contracts
for public works contracts. There is a procurement process of
competitive bidding. If this legislation passed, it would only open
one time a year and has certain parameters that have to be met.
A “good old boy” system would knock a lot of small mom and pop
companies from bidding on these projects. We had to follow the
money and ﬁgure out why this was being introduced and pushed,
and the Sponsor of the bill didn’t even realize the real reason.
GUCA leadership worked tirelessly over a two-year period getting
Title 36 perfected and the public works procurement system,
where there was a fair and equitable bidding process. We have
asked the Sponsor and those pushing HB 435 to tell us if there
is something wrong, and we can work to ﬁx it. This bill creates an
exception to the competitive award bidding requirements for public
works construction contracts found in O.C.G.A. § 36-91-21 so as to
accept public works construction contracts that were competitively
procured by the state or through a cooperative purchasing
organization, provided that a government entity must approve work
to be completed pursuant to this provision in order for the work to
be undertaken.
Senator Tippins’ clean-up bill SB 143 related to last session’s lien
law legislation passed out of the full House. It now goes to the
Governor’s desk for a signature or veto.
SB 27, Sponsored by Bruce Thompson which extends the time a
member of the military has to qualify for a license or certiﬁcation
as an electrical contractor, plumber, conditioned air contractor,
low-voltage contractor, or utility contractor, passed out of both
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Chambers and will head to the Governor for a signature.
Senator Thompson’s other bill related to licensing is assigned to the
same committee but was not heard. SB 45 would allow individuals
who move to the state and establish residency to obtain a license
by endorsement. We are speaking with leadership about GUCA’s
stance on this.
SB 45’s language was then added to HB 68 in the Senate and
passed the Senate and was sent back to the House. HB 68 says
the same thing as SB 27. The House disagreed to the bill on the
last day of session, so it is dead.
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Representative Momtahan’s bill HB 302 stating that cities and
counties cannot charge for permits based on the cost of the job
passed out of House last week, and it is still in the Senate Finance
Committee. Our government affairs team continues to speak
with House and Senate leadership, the Committee Chair and the
Sponsor about the bill.
HB 150, which prohibits governmental entities from adopting any
policy that prohibits the connection or reconnection of any utility
service based upon the type or source of energy or fuel passed the
House, and it passed the Senate.
The ﬁnal day for the 2021 Legislative Session (Sine Die) took place
on Wednesday, March 31st. The House and Senate agreed to
the FY22 budget, which includes extra money for schools, health
care and road building, along with about $1 billion worth of other
construction projects. Under state law, legislators have to approve
a budget before the end of the session.
The daylight savings bill was passed in a different bill SB 100, but it
does require Congressional approval. Representative Cantrell and
others are working with the Georgia delegation to get approval.
As always, Thrash-Haliburton is diligently watching and working
to stop any detrimental legislation to our industry and push the
legislation we support. Our governmental affairs team continues
every day to work on, look out for and answer requests, needs and
interests, as we act at the direction of the group’s leadership.
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Nicholas Hess, son of David and Preeti
Hess, Site Engineering, Inc., Atlanta,
Georgia. Nicholas will graduate from
Wesleyan School and will attend the
University of Georgia to obtain a degree in
Civil Engineering.

Jaden Russell, daughter of Brent Russell
and Shylah Regnier, Civil Site Services,
Inc., Fayetteville, Georgia. Jaden will
graduate from Lanier High School and will
attend Berry College to obtain a degree in
Nursing.

Jack Madden, son of Brian and Elisabeth
Madden, McGriff Insurance Services,
Alpharetta, Georgia. Jack will graduate
for Denmark High School and will attend
Georgia College and State University to
obtain a degree in Kinesiology and Exercise
Science.

The Foundation also awarded the Don and
Diana Scarbrough scholarship of $1,000.00
to:

Katherine McCormack, daughter of Matt
and Jeanne McCormack, Reeves Young,
LLC, Sugar Hill, Georgia. Katherine will
graduate from North Gwinnett High School
and will attend Davidson College to obtain
a degree in Biology.
William Nobles, son of Chad and Jill
Nobles, Reeves Young, LLC, Sugar
Hill, Georgia. William will graduate from
Alpharetta High School and will attend
Auburn University to obtain a degree in
Mechanical Engineering.
David Revering, son of Tom and Carrie
Revering, Vertical Earth, Inc., Cumming,
Georgia. David will graduate from Forsyth
Central High School and will attend the
University of North Georgia to obtain a
degree in History.

JC Rowan, son of Jeff and Kay Rowan,
Callaway Grading, Inc., Milledgeville,
Georgia. JC will graduate from Strong Rock
Christian School and will attend Georgia
Military College to obtain a degree in
Business.
2021 SPORTING CLAY EVENT
The GUCA Scholarship Foundation held
its 2021 Scholarship Foundation Sporting
Clay event at Big Red Oak Plantation in
Gay, Georgia April 2, 2021. One hundred
sixty-nine registered participants making
up 42 teams from forty-three companies
enjoyed this annual event making the 2021
Scholarship Foundation Sporting Clay
Event a huge success. GUCA members
and guests were out in force enjoying the
range. The 42 teams included shooters from
Ashley Sling, Inc.; Atlanta HydroVac, LLC;
Atlanta Paving & Concrete Construction,
Inc.; Barry S. Schmidt, Inc.; BITCO
Insurance Companies; Blood Hound; Blount
Construction Co., Inc.; Brent Scarbrough &
Company, Inc.; C.W. Matthews Contracting

JC
Co., Inc.; Callaway Grading, Inc.; Civil
Site Services, Inc.; Coggins Construction
Co., LLC; Core & Main; Cowin Equipment
Company, Inc.; Crawford Grading &
Pipeline, Inc.; Dennis Taylor & Company,
Inc.; Ferguson Waterworks; FitzGerald
and Sons Plumbing; Flint Construction &
Forestry; Fortiline; Gunter Construction
Company, Inc.; H&H Insurance Services,
Inc.; Herr Electric; Jacklett Construction,
Inc.; Luck Stone Atlanta - Stephens
Plant; Metro Horizontal Boring, Inc.:
Newnan Utilities; Oldcastle Infrastructure;
PentaRisk Insurance Specialists; Ram
Tool Construction Supply; RDJE, Inc.;
Reeves Young; Ruby-Collins, Inc.; SiteMix
Pressure Grouting, LLC; Sterling Seacrest
Partners; Synergy Blasting, LLC; T.W.
Brown Contracting; The Corbett Group,
LLC; The Erosion Company; United Rentals
Trench Safety; Vulcan Materials; Willow
Construction, Inc.; Yancey Bros. Co.
After lunch and a morning of skills shooting,
everyone gathered for the awards ceremony.
The third-place team honors went to RDJE,
Inc., which included shooters Joseph Webb,
Britton Bryant, Joe Christopher, and Justin
Thompson with a team score of 354. The
second-place team honors went to Willow
Construction, Inc., which included shooters
Jimmy Bragg, Mitchell Domit, Randy
Stephens, and Kerry Moore with a team
score of 363. The First-Place honors went to
continued
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